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Message by Peter Gatiti
Associate Vice Provost & University
Librarian  
enable us to start oering the Copyright course 
that will be open for all sta, faculty and students 
interested in understanding Copyright related 
issues and Laws.
To add to programmes that aim to support 
research, teaching, and learning, AKU Libraries will 
be hosting a series of workshops that will create 
opportunities for faculty and students to learn 
about techniques that will enhance their research 
skills and achieve academic excellence. The 
workshops will provide professional development 
through librarians-led instruction programmes in 
various AKU campuses.
The AKU Library in Nairobi now sits on the 2nd & 3rd 
oor of the North Tower at the new University 
Centre, which is now home to the various 
University departments. We welcome the entire 
AKU community to visit the new library and enjoy 
the state of the art facilities.
I am pleased to present to you the Second Edition 
of the Aga Khan University Library Newsletter.
  
The Aga Khan University Library is now a member 
of the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA). Through this 
partnership, AKU librarians will benet from 
Continuous Professional Development 
programmes and capacity building sessions such as 
the upcoming IFLA World Library and Information 
Conference in August 2021. The Aga Khan 
University librarians recently had the opportunity to 
brainstorm with the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) through a virtual workshop on 
space planning. In addition, we held discussions 
with the University of Calgary on data visualization 
as we are looking to improve our capacity 
development initiatives on digital scholarship 
services. The Copyright Oce is working towards 
attaining an aliation with Harvard University to 
Research Libraries and Archives
AKU’s International Library Advisory Committee 
comprises a dedicated group of experts in Library 
Sciences that meet every quarter to provide 
insights on implementing strategic plans 
envisioned for the University Library. In a 
research-oriented University, the library is pivotal in 
delivering high standards of support to faculty, 
students and researchers.
Dr Mary-Jo Romaniuk, Vice Provost, Libraries and 
Cultural Resources, Professor, Museum and 
Heritage Studies at the University of Calgary talked 
about the importance of University Archives. She 
said, “University Archives play a critical role in 
capturing the documentary heritage of the 
University. University archivists accession, appraise 
and preserve the historical record and context of 
the University, its leaders, faculty and researchers. 
As we transition to a digital environment, an 
increasing number of archival records are “born  
digital”, which require dierent processes and 
preservation strategies from print materials. 
Fortunately, we have tools like web crawlers that 
make archiving institutional websites almost 
automatic. In our progress and growth, “knowing 
ourselves” is critical to understand the context and 
historical perspectives that have inuenced who 
we, as an institution, are today, and who we want to 
be or can be in the future.”
The Archives at the University of Calgary include 
everything from formal governance documents, 
photographs and ephemera documenting key 
events, leadership and faculty member 
contributions, information about programs and 
faculties, all to provide a context for the corpus of 
information. It doesn’t include research data that is 
typically found in other types of repositories, nor 
does it include student records or private or 
condential personal data or transitory 
administrative records.  It provides the history and 
context for the institution.
Member Focus 
International Library Advisory Committee
 
An engaging virtual workshop was held in the rst 
quarter of 2021 on ‘Re-imagining libraries in a 
digital era’. The workshop focused on library spaces 
post Covid-19 and the importance of digitisation 
and online learning tools for success in future.
In his keynote address, Provost Carl Amrhein 
highlighted the importance of libraries in the 
academy. He noted that at AKU, libraries on every 
campus are deemed critical to the lives of students 
and faculty.  
Workshop proceedings - Click here
REIMAGINING LIBRARIES IN 
A DIGITAL ERA
https://ecommons.aku.edu/library_events/reimagining_lib_spaces/
My journey began in 1977 in the early years of Aga 
Khan University when I was juggling both studies 
and work and unsure of my own career choice. It 
was fate that introduced me to library services and 
without any doubt, I took the role head-on and 
never took the opportunity for granted. Forty- three 
years feel like 43 months! AKU is my rst home. 
Despite the workload, I feel satised once all are 
completed to high standards. Hard work and 
determination are very important elements of 
success. Whilst working at AKU, I have completed 
degrees in Bachelors and Masters in Library & 
Information Sciences. 
Being among the pioneering members of the 
library at AKU, I take pride in my contribution to this 
knowledge hub. "There are two ways of spreading 
light, to be the candle or the mirror that reects it". 
This quote is close to my heart as I feel knowledge 
is best used when shared and that's what I try to 
practice in my daily life with the sta that works 
with me. Colleagues at AKU are like my family. We 
respect, support, and encourage one another; such 
an environment is no doubt nurturing. I am a proud 
member of this family.
EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 
Musa Khan 
Associate Librarian, Faculty of Health Sciences, Karachi, Pakistan







The AKU Library in Nairobi has a new home on the 
2nd & 3rd oors of the North Tower of the University 
Centre. This centralised space brings together four 
library centres in Nairobi which have now been 
merged i.e. FHS library previously at Sunny Plaza, 
the GSMC library previously at 9 West, the PGME 
library previously at ETB and the FAS library, 
previously at Park Place. Our unique and modern 
spaces include the Learning Commons (group 
study rooms), the Digital Scholarship Centre, the 
Information Commons, and the Reading Terrace, 
also known as the Garden of Knowledge. These 
spaces are designed with users in mind and shall 
oer refreshing and energizing options for your 
personal or group study and research.
To view more photos of visitors to the library.
Click here.https://one.aku.edu/library/Pages/newsletter2.aspx
The Haiderali Ramji Jivraj Family recently visited the new
library in Nairobi.
Librarians in Kenya received commemorative chocolates from
the AKU leadership during the inauguration of the University
Centre.
The book I am (re) reading and would strongly 
recommend is ‘Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong 
About the World – and Why Things Are Better Than You 
Think’  written in 2018 by Hans Rosling, a Swedish 
physician and statistician, together with his son Ola 
Rosling and daughter-in-law Anna Rosling Rönn-
lund. The book was published posthumously a year 
after Hans Rosling died from pancreatic cancer. I 
have met Hans a couple of times, went to his 
lectures and presentations and was always 
impressed by the way he presented facts of life, and 
evidence in global health, not only in an under-
standable but also in a funny way.
The book is an eye-opener for everyone who is 
interested in questions about global trends - why 
the world's population is increasing? how many 
young women go to school? how many of us live in 
poverty? I thought I knew the answer to many of 
these questions but reading Factfulness made me 
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I read wildly and I have enjoyed many books that 
I would recommend to anyone. One of my most 
evocative reads was ‘Outline of History’ by HG 
Wells. I read this book almost thirty years ago, 
and it helped place my then understanding of 
the world in proper context. It whetted my appe-
tite for understanding context and seeing hap-
penings around me as trajectories rather than 
discrete, disconnected events, and made me an 
avid reader of historical texts.
 
The application of this understanding has been 
key in my choice of career, and in the decisions I 
make even on a day to day basis. 
LUKOYE ATWOLI
PROFESSOR AND 





I read “A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles just 
as the pandemic was intensifying. Not only was it a 
marvelous escape, it served as a beacon of hope. 
The lyrical and immensely rich narrative is a 
reminder of the beauty and resilience of the human 









These days I am reading “HumanKind: A Hopeful 
History’”by Rutger Bregman (Bloomsbury, 2019). 
Initially, it was the title that attracted my interest, as 
it seemed counter to the times we live in where 
cynicism and hopelessness often prevail.
This book very bravely attempts to present an 
alternate reading of human history – arguing that 
the majority of human beings are good, driven by a 
desire to co-operate, and have an altruistic streak. 
Conversely, only a few people are the ‘bad apples’, 
but unfortunately we end up viewing the whole 
world through their lens and conclude that ‘out of 
the crooked timber of humanity, no straight thing 
was ever made’. The author, counters the 
Hobbesian paradigm, and brings compelling 
counter arguments, philosophically and through 
concrete historical and contemporary examples. 
This thought-provoking book makes one ponder 
whether human beings’ potential would be better 









I really enjoyed reading “Bernadine Evaristo's Girl, 
Woman”, Other, and would certainly recommend it. 
This multi-generational novel narrates the Black 
British experience through seven exquisite voices.
Result?
A compelling mosaic of complex characters as they 








LECTURER AT AKU’s 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS, 
EAST AFRICA
Dance of the Jakaranda is a ctional historical 
account about the construction of Kenya’s rst 
railway line. It starts with the coming of British rule 
and labourers from India and through a clever 
plot-line, reveals the interesting relationship 
between a British Colonial administrator, an Indian 
technician, and an Anglican priest.
It is a story that immerses the reader into Kenya’s 
nostalgic founding through memorable characters 
and their human journey of love and loss. Dr Kimani 
weaves the dierent storylines together through 
witty and funny perspectives representing each 
ctional character’s involvement in the building of 
Kenya as a new country and the events that 










“Library in Your Space” was the theme of the library 
week celebrated in April 2021. The librarians 
allocated time to visit dierent classes to discuss 
the library week, library services and resources, 
online databases and ebooks. There was also a 
writing competition where library users were 
requested to write about their library experiences. 
AKU Library Tanzania successfully showcased their 
resources and facilities during the accreditation 
inspections by the Tanzania Commission of 
Universities (TCU)
The Kickstart Scheme in the UK provides funding to 
employers to create new 6-month job placements 
for educated young people at risk of long-term 
unemployment.
The Aga Khan Library, through AKU-ISMC, was able 
to select one of the many excellent participants. 
Saina, an MSc graduate in Politics and International 
Relations, joined the library team in June. She is 
currently helping the Library in writing subject and 
research guides, which is her dissertation topic. She 
is assisting in collaborating dierent bibliographical 
projects where her linguistic skills come in handy.
AGA KHAN LIBRARY,





This denotes a group of journals, publishers and 
conferences which do not meet the general 
standards of reputable publications. Instead, they 
take advantage of authors by demanding payment 
in exchange for publishing. They oer no real 
services associated with publication processes i.e. 
no peer review or editorial processes. This results in 
awed publications with grammatical errors and is 
a contamination of research output.
Authors are advised to contact their local  librarian 
or the Copyright Oce at copyright@aku.edu  
before publishing to check whether the journals 






©"The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing" by laurakgibbs 
Library Recognition
The Associate Vice Provost and University Librarian, 
Peter Gatiti was elected to the International 
Federation of Library Associations & Institutions 
(IFLA) Statistics and Evaluation section as a 
standing Committee Member.
Peter was recently awarded the AKU behavioural 
champion during the AKU applaud awards.
The Regional Librarian EA, Arnold Mwanzu was 
elected to the International Federation of Library 
Associations & Institutions (IFLA) Environment, 
Sustainability and Libraries Section as a standing 
Committee Member. Arnold has also been elected 
as the Secretary of the Kenya Libraries and 
Information Services Consortium (KLISC).
ACADEMIC WRITING EDITOR












Mr Augustine Gitonga was appointed in June 2021 
as the Academic Writing Editor for AKU East Africa. 
This new service will support faculty and students 
in gaining scientic writing skills by organising 
workshops, developing academic writing 
mentoring programs, and developing highly skilled 
academic writing resources. 
He will also be providing comprehensive editorial 
reviews of manuscripts to increase the publication 
acceptance rate in peer-reviewed journals.
Global Readership Map
 
























































The most cited AKU article (PlumX Metrics by 
Scopus) is: Maternal and child undernutrition: Global 
and regional exposures and health consequences by 






1,947,920 downloads from 231 countries/territories 
AKU-PK: 
1,569,158 downloads from 228 countries/territories 
AKU-EA:
117,875 downloads from 200 countries/territories
PlumX metrics:
* SCOPUS
The most cited AKU article:
Beginning of a new chapter in excellence
Anatomy & Surgery Learning Studio
Integrating innovation into clinical care
Please visit our Audio-Visual team or write to  
av.services@aku.edu; and discuss your upcoming 
project. Create your short lm.




The Audio-Visual section (AV) at the Aga Khan 
University (Karachi Campus) has a team of dedicated 
professionals who will lm, photograph, and edit 
your story. Bring a story with your script. The rest is 




AKU is celebrating an Author’s Day to honour and 
showcase Author’s at the University. The annual 
event will include Author talks, book discussions, 
publication displays and other events featuring AKU 
Authors of scholarly works, poetry, and ction. Have 
you authored or edited an academic book or 
published a novel or poetry collection? If you are an 
AKU employee and have published a book between 
2015 and 2021, please click here and ll the form.https://one.aku.edu/library/forms/Pages/submitforms.aspx?formid=3
PUBLICATIONS BY LIBRARY STAFF
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Dr. Gregorian often sounded like a voice of 
conscience. He called the library “a sacred 
place,” telling The New Yorker: “Think of a lone 
person in one of our reading rooms, who has 
just read a book, a single book that has perhaps 
not been read in 20 years by another living soul, 
and from that reading comes an invention of 
incalculable importance to the human race. It 
makes a man tremble.” 
Vartan Gregorian -  Savior of the New 
York Public Library, Dies at 87
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